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Love Is Strange 
by HiroPride 


Summary 


At the start of his sixth year, James Potter decides to finally stop ruining Severus' life. His 
friends agree to stop the bullying but what they do not know is the reason why James 
decided to put an end to it. They think he just matured or grew tired of it but the truth is a 
little more complicated than that. 


Chapter 1 


James looked up at the sky and sighed. Why didn't he just leave his mind? Why didn't the 
Slytherin leave his mind already? He only could think about him. About his black hair that he 
would put up in a ponytail when he went to study. About his dark eyes. Many people didn't know 
what was so appealing about Severus Snape and James didn't knew either untill he had seen him in 
a different light. He had seen the 17-year old Slytherin laughing and chuckling with Lily at 
Hogsmeade this past summer and the sound of the other's happiness had confused him. To the 
point he had changed his views on the other completly. 


Chapter 1 


Chapter Notes 


Reminder: the marauder era is in this story replaced from the 1970's to the 1990's. So 
it's 1997 in this story when the marauders are 17 and at their sixth year at Hogwarts. 
This means that other events, like the birth of Harry, the wizarding wars and 
everything else is also 20 years later than originally. 


Up to his fifth year James and the other Marauders had been bullying Severus quite harshly but as 
James had realised by his sixth year started that he couldn't get Lily's attention if he kept bullying 
the Slytherin, he quit. But soon Lily started dating someone else so James felt like he had stopped 
for nothing. Even though he wanted to go back to it, the other Marauders didn't seem to want to. 
On one of the cold many days in December he had got himself in detention together with Severus. 
The teacher went to the bathroom but had made sure to lock the door of the detention class with a 
spell so the boys couldn't escape. James sighed, not feeling like it. He didn't want to be here with a 
weird guy like Severus. 


He kept telling himself that Severus was a strange, crazy guy but that was something he believed in 
the past, he didn't do so anymore. His friends however had mixed opinions. Sirius still found 
Severus disgusting and he'd rather continue the torture but then again, it also kind of bored him so 
he didn't see the point. Remus was more neutral and he didn't think of Severus as a bad person but 
didn't think of him as a good one either. He thought that the bullying had gotten to the point it was 
enough and he wanted to concentrate on school and the amount of assignments and self study that 
came with it. Peter didn't really had an opinion and he just followed along with what the other 
marauders did. He had always done that. If the other boys had continued in their previous actions, 
he would have done so too so now they had quit, he did as well. 


The marauders had stopped their behaviour towards Severus but that didn't really mean that they 
were kind to him. They just avoided him. Well all the guys did except for James Potter himself. He 
could help but glance at the Slytherin so now and then. Sometimes he would get himself and 
Severus in detention so they could be together. Which he later would regret or did he really? 


Severus in the meanwhile was busy with an assignment as he was eagerly writing with his quill on 
the scroll. Just cause he was stuck in this idiotic detention because of Potter didn't mean he 
couldn't get something done. The moronic professor wasn't even in here watching them. Hopefully 
Potter wouldn't interrupt him. 


Thankfully Potter and his minions hadn't been bothering him lately and he hoped it stayed that 

way. Ever since Severus's and Lily's friendship became strained the mauraders hadn't been pushing 
him so much lately. It was almost like James stopped his bullying to get a chance with Lily when 
Severus gave that a second thought, it didn't seem so logical to him. Lily already had a boyfriend 
and it seemed serious so she would let James flirt with her. Not that she needed a boyfriend to make 
James stop trying flirting with her. Lily liked James as much Severus liked him and that said a lot. 


Severus shook his head and he tried focussing again on his charms assignment. Untill James 
decided to interrupt him of course. 


"What are you up to, Snivellus?" James asked mocking the other boys name. 


He didn't care he did but he wouldn't bully him really. He wanted to at least tease him a bit. There 
was no way he was going to make his assignments now, he didn't feel like doing that. 


Severus sighed and glared at the Gryffindor. "Really, isn't that getting a little old?" He asked, 
meaning the other calling him by 'Snivellus'. It was made up by the marauders and it sounded just 
as stupid as their own nicknames according to Severus’ opinion. 


"Uh, you're so boring. Can't you just answer a simple question?" James then asked getting annoyed 
a little with Severus avoiding his question. "Why do you even call me Potter? My name is James." 
He added. 


"I call you Potter cause I don't like you. There I answered a question. Now if you wouldn't mind 
I'm busy working." Severus said before he continued to work on his paper. He looked back at the 
scroll as he was doing so. 


James rolled his eyes and then frowned. "Well great, is that a thank you to me because I stopped 
bullying you?" He asked. 


"Just cause you have stopped your shenanigans doesn't mean I forgive you." Severus looked up 
and glared at him. 


"Then what do you want me to do? What would you make you forgive me?" James then asked 
seriously. 


"Why do you want my forgiveness anyway? I'm just the greasy halfblood Slytherin Snivellus. Why 
do you care?" Severus asked, getting really annoyed with Potter now. Why would the other want 
his forgiveness? It was great that the other stopped his actions but he didn't see him and the other 
forgive eachother and become friends or something. 


"I want forgiveness so we can leave this behind us. There are more important things than holding 
grudges right?" James tried and Severus still glared at him. 


"Perhaps if you keep up not bothering me I will forgive you but for now I still don't trust you. 
You're partially the reason Lily and I are no longer friends." 


"You are partially the reason Lily is dating another guy instead of me. You--" James started but the 
professor came in so James shut up and pretended like he was working on an assignment. 


After detention James left to the Gryffindor common room but he first walked along Severus for a 
little. In the past he couldn't have done that without pushing the half blood over, tripping him or 
casting hexes on him. Now he just walked next to him without a word. It was certainly a strange 
sight and the marauders would think he had lost his mind, especially Sirius would think so. 


Severus kept glancing at Potter as they walked side by side. Expecting him to do something, any 
type of prank but he didn't and that made Severus question something. 


"Can I help you?" he asked, glaring when he looked up to the other male. 


"You help me? With what would you help me? To die?" James asked, now he was glaring at 
Severus. 


"Why are you following me Potter? I was just wondering if there was something you need. " He 
got a little suspicious, what was Potter planning? 


"I'm meeting up with the other guys and I need to go this way." James explained. 
"Whatever.." The Slytherin looked away again. 


"Do you have plans too?" he asked. Then James felt like he wanted to cast a spell on himself that 
him would make shut up because he didn't get why the hell he was getting so friendly with the 
Slytherin. 


Because you're in love with him, James. 


His thoughts made him shiver a little. He knew that was the truth but he did his very best to fight 
the feeling that he had for the other. There was after all no chance that the other would like him 
back. He would either expose him when he confessed or he would just think he was under the 
influence of some potion. Severus would never believe that James felt anything positive towards 
him, that's what James thought at least. 


"Not really. Just working on assignments and avoiding Malfoy." Severus shrugged. He didn't know 
why he told Potter that last part. He didn't need to. It was James' bussiness and he probably didn't 
care either. Or so Severus thought untill he heard the other's questions. They sounded like he was 
almost worried about his well-being. 


"Why are you avoiding him? I know he's a creepy stuck up bitch but does he irritate you that 
much? Is he...bullying you?" James asked, not knowing why he asked that. He shouldn't care about 
that matter right? The other marauders would laugh at him if they witnessed this conversation. 


Severus was confused with the sudden interest of the other but he told him anyway what was going 
on. Thinking he wouldn't shut up if he didn't told him. "Malfoy and I have a complicated 
arrangement. If I do some of his work and offer assistance he offers me protection and a status 
within the slytherin house. The purebloods there don't like that I am a half blood. Malfoy keeps 
them off my bac;k. Lately though he has been more obnoxious and asking for things I would not 
like to give. He isn't necessarily bullying me. Just being a pest. He is spoiled like you." He smirked 
looking at Potter. 


"Asking for things you don't want to give? Like what? Money? Your virginity? Dangerous potion 
recipes?" James said and then he pouted a bit. "I'm not spoiled!" he said. "Don't compare me to 
Malfoy by the way, that's very insulting!" 


"You are the only child from a purebloods family. You're spoiled." Severus smirked "And he is 
just being a pest." 


"Pureblood doesn't equal spoiled. The weasleys aren't spoiled but they're purebloods. Besides, him 
being a pest doesn't answer my--" James got interrupted by a familiar voice that called him by his 
nickname. 


"Prongs!" Sirius called before arriving by James' side, witnessing now the awkward scene between 
James and Severus. 


Chapter 2 


Chapter Summary 


Sirius just witnessed James talking to Severus which he finds awkward and confusing. 
What will he do? 


"Prongs!" Sirius called before arriving by James' side, witnessing now the awkward scene between 
James and Severus. Sirius knew he and the other marauders had agreed upon not bullying or 
pestering Snape in any way since September this year but as months had passed Sirius had noticed 
that James had been acting stranger and stranger. First James had only been glancing occasionally 
at the Slytherin but it had turned into staring in December and now it was February and he was 
talking to Snape like he was his new best friend or something. 


"I think you're sick, James. Maybe you should go to bed already." Siruis remarked ignoring 
Severus. The Slytherin on the other hand was glaring at Black but he kept his mouth shut. He 
honestly didn't want to deal with Potter's gang right now. 


"Nah, I'm fine. I'm just chatting Severus here. Right?" he asked as he looked back at Severus , who 
didn't react on what he said. 


"I'm getting you the hospital wing, James. This isn't normal anymore." Sirius said as he grabbed the 
other Gryffindor by the arm and pulled him along. He took them to their usual meeting place 
instead of the hospital wing but did tell the other two marauders about what he had seen. James 
said that Sirius overreacted a little but actually he couldn't blame him. Him talking to Severus 
without playing pranks or casting hexes on the other was just too strange for words. 


Later that evening him and the marauders went on their usual mischief but they somehow got into 
a conversation about relationships. James felt a little awkward with it and tried to keep his lie up 
that he had at least dated a few girls here and there which wasn't true at all. 


"What about you, Sirius?" Peter asked, which he had better not. From that point the conversation 
went from awkward to something that upset Sirius for a reason. 


"[ haven't been.." Sirius started, unusually soft and his expression looked somewhat sad which was 
also something that the other marauders weren't used to of him. 


"How come?" James tried but he had better not too either because instead of an answer he walked 
off without glancing back once. James wanted to call out to him but he didn't in the end so the boys 
decided to go back to bed. 


Once in bed James waited for the others to go to sleep before taking out his journal and unlocking 
it with the help of his secret password that he only knew. When the book opened up, James took 
his quil and started to write. 


February 17, 1997 


Today in detention I talked to Severus. It was very strange to say the least but it wasn't as bad as 
T imagined. I didn't got to know a lot of him but I do know now that Malfoy has been pestering 
him, whatever that might mean. 


I'm not sure as to when I will be able to tell him to become my friend. I need him to become my 
friend first before I can confess to him. Right now he still hates me, which he has all the right to 
of course. But I still need to find a way to get him to forgive me. So the plan is to be as kind to 
him as I can be. It will be weird for him, I suppose and my friends will think I lost my brain 
somewhere but I have to do it. 


I hope the plan works. 


James stopped writing after that sentence and sighed before closing the journal and locking it. He 
really hoped the plan didn't backfire like some of his pranks did. He sighed again and put the 
journal under his pillow and put the quil away as well before taking his glasses off and going to 
bed. He really hoped that he didn't have 'that' dream again. He didn't want to keep making excuses 
up to his friends. But it wasn't like he could tell that his 'dreams' were about Severus. It might make 
them question his sanity. 


Next morning James had Charms just after breakfast and that year they would have Charms with 
Slyhterin together. Normally James wasn't looking forward to that but he felt strangely excited and 
he didn't know why. His friends mistook his mood and thought he was planning mischief which 
they wouldn't hold him back from. They realised they were wrong however when they arrived in 
class and James awkwardly waved with a big smile on his face to Severus. Not only the marauders 
were surprised but the whole classroom of students looked shocked. 


Severus looked up from his scroll towards James and looked at him oddly but did offer a small 
wave towards him. He had no idea what or why James was being so nice but he found it slightly 
endearing. 


"What in Merlin's beard..." Sirius whispered to Peter and Remus who were just as surprised as him. 


As class started the professor sighed when James kept talking with Sirius and tried to solve it the 
simpliest way. He asked James to stand up and to go sit next to Severus. Previously James would 
have hated this but now he didn't mind and he quickly went to sit next to the other boy. He even 
smiled at him. 


"I'm really going to take him to the hospital wing.." Sirius said. 


Severus sighed when James came and sat next to him. He tried to focus on his class work and 
ignore this oddly nicer version of James potter. 


After class though the other marauders held Severus back. Peter and Remus just watched but Sirius 
held Severus against the wall. "Did you hex James?" He asked. 


"Or gave him a love potion or something?" Remus asked. 
"A love potion? James wouldn't drink that...right?" Peter asked. 


Severus glared and struggled against Blacks grip. "Get your hands off of me you mutt! No, I have 
done nothing to your precious Potter. He has just started acting this nicely out of the blue during 
detention the other day!" 


"Sirius, you also can ask him questions without shoving him against the wall.." Remus said and 
made Sirius let go of Severus. 


"Why would James be nice to you though? I mean, he agreed to stop bullying you starting this year 
but he never said he would be nice towards you." Peter said. 


"Indeed I thought we were just going to avoid you from now on and act decent towards you but I 
don't know why he suddenly smiles and you and waves at you." Sirius said. 


"Let's just ask James...[ don't think Severus knows." Remus said. 


"Fine but you also go talk to him, Sni-- I mean... Severus." Sirius said and he glared at the 
Slytherin before walking off. 


Peter followed him and Remus did too after a sigh. Then James came out of class and he looked at 
Severus. 


"Did they bother you?" he asked. 


Severus looked over at James and snarled picking up his bag aggressively and glaring. "You and 
your little posse are always a bother. I don't know what you are up to Potter pretending to be nice 
all of a sudden and I don't care. Tell your little fan group to stay the hell away from me. And the 
next time black touches me I'll curse him into next week." severus huffed and began to walk 
towards the library. 


"I'm not pretending..." James said just loud enough for Severus to hear before he saw him walk off. 


‘At least I think so' he thought to himself before he went to look for his friends. He went to talk to 
them once he found them and Sirius labeled him as crazy after the conversation ended but even 
though he agreed he didn't say that and went to look for Severus. He didn't knew why he did so but 
he wanted to talk to the other. 


Once he found him in the library he decided to surprise the other by getting control over his quill 
and writing on Severus' scroll:"Hey, Severus." 


Severus glared up at James. A few strands of hair were in his face while the rest was in a ponytail. 
It helped keep most of his hair out of his face as he worked and James loved the look on him but he 
couldn't say that. "What do you want potter?" Severus asked. 


"What are you studying for? Potion class? History of magic?" James asked as he guessed. 


"No, it must be defense against the dark arts, your favourite subject." James said as he sat down 
next to Severus. 


"I know you better than you think." He added. 


Severus felt slightly uncomfortable with how close James was sitting next to him. No one really 
had ever sat this close to him except for Lily. "You don't know me at all Potter. And what I am 
studying doesn't concern you." 


"I don't? Well then why do I know you had a crush on Lily? And that you're a virgin and that you 
plan to...well I rather don't say that out loud." James said. 


"Your favourite subject is defense against the dark arts, you're very skilled in making potions and 
you're not good at quidditch, that's why you don't play it but you're also not very interested." He 


said. 
"As I said before you don't know me Potter." Severus glared at him "Why are you bothering me?" 


"Am I bothering you? Because that's not why I decided to talk to you..." James now took a little 
distance between them and sighed. "I just wanted to talk." He said. This wasn't going very well but 
what could James expect after what he did to Severus the past five years. 


"And why did you want to talk? To pretend and be nice for awhile. Make me think we are friends 
then later pull the rug from under my feet and leaving me like everyone else does?" Severus glared 
at him. 


"You know, I never said that. No wonder Lily left you, you don't trust anyone." James glared back 
at him. "I just wanted to chat with you okay! Even if you hate me, that's okay but you just keep 
pushing me away. You don't even give me the chance to talk to you properly. I got over bullying 
you, why don't you try getting over us bullying you huh?! Grow up and get over it!" He yelled 
before he stood up and stormed away. 


Severus snarled pulling out his wand and shooting a binding hex at James. He stood over him 
glaring down. 


"Bullying? You humiliated me everyday Potter. Hung me upside down. Sent me to the infirmary 
multiple times and let's not forget that little wolf incident where I nearly died. You made me lose 
my only friend and yeah, I don't trust you or anyone cause no one has given me a reason to trust 
them. And I'm here to do work not play games. You think you know me Potter but you don't know 
what the hell I've been through or what I'm going through. You think I want to be like this? This is 
the easiest way for me to not get hurt. While you and your little friends are out galavanting around 
some of us are focusing on the war that is coming. So excuse me for keeping my guard up and 
being pissed off at you and your idiotic friends." He released the binding hex and made his way 
back to his work station. 


James didn't follow him this time but left the library in silence. It was no use. Severus was right. So 
James realised that it was no use to become his friend. He had to give up on him. There was no 
choice. 


Chapter 3 


Chapter Summary 


James had left the library after Severus rightfully lashed out to him. But it upset him 
more than the Slytherin expected. 


For the next classes however he didn't show up and at lunch time he didn't sat at the table. His 
friends didn't went to ask Severus about it because Remus insisted to the other two that Severus 
wouldn't have anything to do with it. However after lunch time, Lily approached Severus to ask if 
he was okay and if he knew were James was. "Did he maybe try to put you in the infirmary again?" 
she asked. She honestly was more worried about Severus than James but wanted to know where 
James was so Sirius could stop glaring at Severus all the time. 


Severus didn't look up from his book "No he didn't. He was trying to play the victim again so I was 
honest with him about how the world doesn't care about Potters world." He looked at her 
unimpressed "You must be really worried if you're talking to me Evans." 


"I am worried, I might not hang around you as much anymore but I still care about you. More than 
I ever would about James." She said as she noticed Severus didn't want her around him. "I'll let 
them know so Sirius can go back to eating instead of staring you down like there's no tomorrow." 
she said before she walked back to the Gryffindors table. 


Severus glared down at his food annoyed with everyone. He then got up and picked up his bag and 
made his way towards Gryffindor Tower. Once he got there he requested that the fat lady to tell 
James Potter that he wanted to speak with him. 


Once James got notice of that, he left the gryffindor tower and waited for Severus to come by. He 
wondered why the other wanted to speak after what happened in the library. 


When James came out of Gryffindor tower severus stood there arms crossed "Everyone's worried 
about you cause you haven't been attending classes or meals. Why?" 


"Because I don't feel like it. I don't feel like taking potion class. I don't feel like eating with my fan 
club like you call it. Not today." James said. "Is that really why you're here?" He asked. 


"T upset you that much? And I'm here cause now they a re all bothering me" Severus frowned 
tilting his head. 


"I'm not answering on that but you know if they really cared they would have asked me. I don't 
need their fake worries and I don't need you here if the only reason you're here is them. You're not 
worried about me. You'd like to take revenge and kill me if you had the chance so go away." James 
looked down. 


"Now that's extreme Potter. You annoy me but I don't want to kill you. And I don't care much for 
revenge. I have other things to worry about." Severus sighed running his fingers through his hair. 

"Look the only reason I was that harsh was to get my point across. You act cocky all the time and 
it annoys the crap outta me and [| especially didn't like how you assumed you knew me." Severus 

looked down. 


"I don't okay but..even if it's too much to ask, please try to forgive me." He looked down and then 
thought of something. "I don't know much of you, maybe I know nothing but let me try to get to 
know you better.." He tried as he still didn't look Severus in the eyes. 


Severus looked up at him confused "1-i will try but again Why? Why do you care all of a sudden?" 
"It's hard to explain, even with your big brain you wouldn't understand it." James said. 
Severus smirked "Try me." 


"No. I'm not going to tell you. It's for you to find out and you can ask my friends but they don't 
know my reason either so you will have to find out yourself." James smirked back. 


Severus sighed "You never make things easy do you potter?" 
"Nope. Do you like reading?" James asked. 
Severus sighed "Yes I enjoy reading. You watch me read alot so that was kind of a silly question." 


"Alright then, follow me. There's something I want to show you." James said as he smiled a little 
and leaded the other into gryffindor tower. 


Severus followed him curious and looked around the gryffindor common room. It was warmer and 
brighter then the slytherin one 

James took him upstairs to his room which he shared with Sirius and he walked to his side of the 
room and took out a book out from under his bed and looked at it. 


"I thought...maybe you could do something with it. I don't really like reading and Sirius would just 
throw it away so uhm...you can have it. I don't know what it's about, I only know it's written by a 
muggle." He said before he handed the book to Severus. 


Severus took the book and looked at it. It was slightly old and a bit worn. Looked like it was from 
classic muggle literature. "Thank you...I will read it when I can." 


"You're welcome." James smiled and then sat down on his bed. "Are you going back to class or... 
are you staying?" he asked. 


"I should head back to class. I just wanted to check on you so your friends wouldn't bother me 
anymore" Severus huffed looking around James dorm room. 


"Alright then. Could we meet up at midnight in the halls? I will bring my invisibility cloak." James 
offered. 


"Midnight? Isn't that after curfew potter." Severus smirked looking at him. 
"Do I look like I care that it's after curfew? Or don't you dare to sneak out?" He smirked back. 


"Fine then I will meet you later tonight. Don't make me regret it." Severus smirked "I sneak out on 
the occasion." Severus revealed and thought about it a bit. 


"Will your friends be joining us?" He asked James as he wanted to avoid the other marauders as 
much as possible. 


"I guess Sirius won't after what happened last time. Peter probably won't either but I guess Remus 
will be joining us. Do you mind?" He asked. 


Severus felt oddly disappointed by that but kept his face neutral. "I don't mind as long as he doesn't 
bother me." 


"Remus is the last one you should worry about, as long it's not full moon of course." James said as 
he whispered the last part. "Okay, see you later then." He said after a while as he let Severus out. 


Chapter 4 


That night Remus and James waited for Severus in the hallway, they had the marauders map and 
the invisibility cloak. James was slightly nervous to see Severus and it didn't really help that 
Remus wasn't saying anything. It was as if Remus knew something that he shouldn't know. 


When severus arrived he was wearing his muggle attire. He nodded towards Remus then looked at 
James "What's your plan for tonight?" he asked and he hoped it wasn't anything too ridiculous. 


"Well first we get back my journal from Professor McGonagall's office and then we are stealing 
that liquid luck in a bottle from Slughorn." James said. 


"Why do you wanna steal liquid luck? Your James Potter and get whatever you want already." 
Severus frowned and although Remus still didn't say anything, he still seemed to question James' 
need for the potion. 


"Not everything.." James said. 
"Well the thing you want is not really a thing but a person and it's quite impossible for you to get 
them so.." Remus said and James continued:"So I need liquid luck." 


"If this is about Evans you should move on. She is already with someone and I think liquid luck 
couldn't even help you with her." Severus chuckled, but oh merlin, the boy couldn't be more wrong 
and he had no idea. 


"It's not Evans, Severus. Anyway, let's go." James said before they went in the direction of 
McGonagall's office first. 


"What's in that journal that's so important anyway?" Remus whispered, it was the first time he 
heard about a journal at all and he was honestly surprised that his fellow friend kept one. He 
couldn't imagine him writing out his thoughts and feelings down as far as he knew, James didn't 
like writing when it came to essays but then Remus realised it was different. 


"Secrets, Moony. A lot of secrets." James told before he looked at Severus. "I should find a fitting 
nickname for you." James said. 


"Oh please dear god no. If it's anything like yours it will be atrocious. Severus is just fine." he 
sighed. When they made it to mcgonagalls office Severus disabled the wards and unlocked the 
door "After you," 


"Okay, but then you call me James instead." James said before he thanked him and Remus nodded 
before they went in. 

"Let's see where she hid my precious journal." James whispered as he opened a few drawers. "If 
you find it, it's a brown thick notebook with a lock on it." James said as he saw Remus started 
looking for the journal as well. 


"I might start calling you James if you prove to be less annoying" Severus looked around the room. 
"You could just accio it you know. Much easier." The Slytherin rolled his eyes. 


"You're right. Why haven't I thought about that--behind you Severus." James said pointing to the 
book laying behind Severus. He ran over to it and picked it up. To test it was really his he tested 
his password on it which he whispered so the other two couldn't hear it. When it opened he smiled 
and closed it again. "We found the right one, let's go." 


"Who knew James Potter kept a diary. Tell me what secrets do you keep in there." Severus smirked 
looking up at James as the walked towards the Potions classroom. 


"It wouldn't be secrets if I told you them. So that is for you to find out." James said. 


"I wonder what is so bad that you keep it a secret from me and the other marauders. I mean you tell 
us everything, especially Sirius." Remus. "These are things even Sirius doesn't know." James said. 
"They must be dark then." Remus guessed. 


"No, just very personal." He said and when they arrived at the potions classroom James unlocked 
the door, first letting Severus and Remus in. 


"It's normal for people have secrets. And personal things they wish to keep from others." Severus 
walked right up towards the potions cupboard and pulled out a set of keys unlocking it. "Perks of 
being Slughorns potions assistant. He is far too trusting." 


"You're amazing, Severus." James said as he walked up to him. "Let's see if the liquid luck is in 
here." He whispered as he looked at the potions. 


Severus's cheeks warmed up slightly but he ignored it. "It should be. I just made a small batch for 
slughorn. He had an order and was too lazy to do it himself." 


"You know how to brew liquid luck?" James blinked. 
"Hah..found it." James said smiling to himself. 


Severus went a re locked the cabinet before he looked at James. "Now remember you have to drink 
that at the right moment and also it isn't a guarantee that you'll get with the person you want." 
Severus said to him. 


"But then what else should I use to get that person?" James asked, he was desparate. 


"Do it the way muggles would. Use your charm. Be kind, not too forceful." Remus advised but 
James shook his head and said:"I don't think that would work." 


"Who is this person you're going for?" Remus asked but James didn't answer that question. He 
couldn't tell Remus. Though, Remus wasn't stupid and would eventually find out as it only took a 
certain amount of time before James would start acting a bit too obvious. 


"Just tell them you like the see where it goes. Be honest and not super charmful your charm can 
sometimes be mistaken for being really egotistical." Severus shrugged."Liquid luck can help give 
you that extra bit of courage and understanding." he continued. 


"It won't help okay! Stop giving advice like you care!" James yelled as he meant it to the both of 
them and he ran off with the bottle, the cloak and the map. He left his journal behind without 
noticing it. He couldn't handle it anymore so he decided to run away from the situation, not that it 
would help at all. 


Severus sighed kinda sympathizing with him. When he thought he loved Lily he thought nothing 
would help him get with her. He watched asRemus quickly run after James. He looked over at the 
journal and picked it up. Severus decided he would give it back to James in the morning when he 
cooled down. To him it seemed the best that he didn't bother the other now as he seemed to have 
issues of his own right now. "Appearently someone like him can feel insecure as well huh?" he 
asked out loud. He went back to his dorm room and looked at the journal and tried to figure out 
what Potter was hiding. 


Severus remembered the other whispering a password to it so it was password locked and he had 
no idea what the password could be but he started to guess:"The 
marauders...Prongs...Quidditch...Gryffindor...I solemnly swear I am up to no good...Padfoot?" but 
nothing unlocked the journal so he gave up for now and put the book away and went to bed. 


The next morning Severus walked into the great hall and looked for James. 

James was sitting with his friends and acted like last night didn't happened at all. He didn't want 
Peter or Sirius to find out so he held up his act and laughed with what Sirius said about one of their 
professors. Severus walked over towards them and stood behind James "Can I talk to You? Out in 
the hall?" he asked. 


James looked up and before Sirius could snort and say something, James stood up and followed 
Severus out of the hall. "What is it, Severus?" He asked him. 


Severus handed James his journal "You left this when you stormed out last night. Didn't wanna 
hand it to you out there and let people know James Potter has a diary. Didn't think you'd want 
people to know." 


"Thanks..." James said when Severus gave it to him. "You didn't open it and read it right?" He 
asked to be sure. 


Severus smirked "Hmmmm I don't James did i?" he taunted. 

"This is serious. No one can know what's in here. Not you, not them. Besides.." He got the liquid 
luck in a bottle out of his pocket and handed it to Severus. "I..don't think this will work. Only a 
love potion would and.. I don't want to go that far." James said. 


Severus sighed. "No James I did not read it and keep the liquid luck. Could help you with 
something else or this person still. Could take you to the right time and place." He folded his 
arms."This chick must be very serious hm.." 

"What if I say it's not a chick?" He whispered. "I don't need luck with anything else. Not with tests 
or with Quidditch. I don't need it for pranks either.." James looked down. 


Severus stood in silence for a moment then nodded "I see why you're so hesitant now. Still you 
should try if you like them so much." he paused." You aren't the only one going through something 
like this James." 


"Severus..you have no idea what makes it so difficult. It's not the gender. It's who they are that 
makes it difficult. Even if they were a girl, it wouldn't make it easier." James said. 


"What makes it so difficult? Are they a Slytherin? Or are they from a muggleborn family? What's 
the issue?" Severus asked. 


"I don't care from which house they are or what blood status they have. I.." James said but then 
Sirius walked over to them. 

"Prongs? Are you okay?" Sirius asked him. "Hmm. I'm fine. And don't have touch Severus, he 
didn't do a thing." James said and Sirius frowned at that. 


Severus sighed "Whatever. You mope if you want. Keep making excuses for yourself. It doesn't 
help you in the slightest." he made his way back into the great hall to get breakfast 


"What's that about?" Sirius asked. 


"Not your business." James said. 


Chapter 5 


"What's that about?" Sirius asked. 
"Not your business." James said. 


The rest of the day James acted like his usual self in class but at lunch time he asked if he could 
talk with Severus. "Just curious, have you read the book already?" He asked. 


Severus shrugged "I've read some of it. Hard to read it all when I'm busy with school work." 


"Haven't you noticed anything? I put a spell on the book." James told. "Nothing dangerous but I 
just wondered if you haven't noticed anything," 


Severus frowned "What did you do with it?" 


"Every day when you read it one random letter of a 15 letter message appears in the book. If you 
can't figure out what the message means a week after all the letters appeared, the message 
disappears again." James told. "But if you do find out then well..it's up to you what you will do 
with that message." James smiled weirdly at him, hiding something obviously but it was clearly 
nothing bad. 


"Okaay... You know you could just tell me right? And where do the letters show up again?" 
Severus smirked looking at him oddly. 


"Telling you would be just boring. The letters show up in the back but in random order." James 
said. 


"Oh fun..." severus rolled his eyes "Trying to be more slytherin are we?" he joked. 


"Got a problem?" James asked with a grin. "Anyway, is there something you plan to do tonight?" 
He asked. 


"Like is there anything you want to get back or something you want to steal?" The Gryffindor 
questioned. 


"Not really doing anything except for studying and reading. Trying to decipher your message 
now." Severus said. 


"While you only have one letter? Good luck with that. Anyway, then I assume you don't like candy 
and chocolate and maybe a little liquor?" James asked. 


"Are you trying to tempt me into being bad Mr. Potter?" Severus smirked raising his brow. 
"Maybe.." James smirked too. "Is it working?" He asked. 

"Perhaps..will there be dark chocolate?" Severus stepped closer. 

"Yes, there will be lots of it." James smiled. "Is that your favourite?" He asked. 

"Maybe you'll just have to find out tonight." Severus still had the smirk on his face. 


"Alright. Besides I'm going on my own this time so no glaring from Sirius or awkward moments 
with those other two." James said. 


"You wanna hang with just me?" Severus frowned a bit. This surely was unusual. It was already 
weird that James wanted to hang around with him but without any of his friends being there as 
well. But then again maybe the Gryffindor did that because he could be ashamed of his friends 
seeing that he hung out with Severus. 


"Yeah, is that suspicious?" James asked. 


"A bit if I'm honest but your offering chocolate and alcohol. I can't resist." Severus said as he 
thought about it. 


"I see..so we meet after curfew in the hall?" James asked and he pushed his glasses up a bit. He 
was still smiling quite awkwardly at Severus and his friends noticed that from a distance. 


"Sure. Same place as last time?" Severus looked up at him. 


"Yes.." the Gryffindor nodded and then went to his friends. "Don't look at me like that. I was just 
talking to him." James said to them as he sat down next to Sirius. 


Later after curfew James sneaked out and took the cloak and the map with him. Once he was in the 
hall he looked at the map as he was waiting for Severus. After a while he saw Severus coming up 
to him wearing a dark green sweater with black pants and boots. 


Severus nodded at the other and asked:"so where are you taking me tonight?" 


"First Dumbledore's office. That old man has so much candy and liquor." James smirked."Then to 
the kitchen for the chocolate and more candy. And uhm...where do you want to eat it and have a 
little drinking party?" He continued. 


"I am at your mercy tonight but really? You wanna sneak into the headmaster office?" Severus 
looked concerned. 


"Right now he is in his bedroom, probably sleeping so we're safe. I know how to get in." James 
then lifted the cloak a bit. "Come on, join me under the cloak." He said. 


"That's not an awkward thing to say." severus sighed and hesitantly moved closer to him going 
under the cloak. 


"Is it awkward?" James asked confused. As they walked towards Dumbledore's office, James 
started to talk again. "My journal got lost..I had it in my bag but after class I couldn't find it 
anymore. I wonder who took it." James said. 


"Probably Black. You've been acting strange so he wants to know why." Severus suggested. 


"Sirius doesn't steal from me. If he wants to know something he would confront me." James 
defended. "It must be some Slytherin. Well not you..I mean another Slytherin." He said. "What if 
it's Lucius? I mean he hates me, it wouldn't surprise me. I hope it's not him. I can imagine what he 
would do with my secrets.." James looked worried about himself for a bit. 


"Lucius has other things to worry about." Severus said quietly "It's most likely someone from 
Gryffindor. They are closer to you." 


"Who in gryffindor would pull this kind of prank on me? It's not even a prank. Pranks are supposed 
to be funny and amusing and taking my personal journal is anything but that. What if that person 
exposes the secrets in it?" James asked. "Maybe I am overreacting but I don't want anyone to know 
who I am in love with. I don't want anyone to know that I like..." he paused as he saw Slughorn on 


the map. "What is he doing here?" James whispered. 


Severus looked at the map "Seems like Slughorn is on one of his nightly meetings with 
Dumbledore. They seem to be quite good friends." 


"But Dumbledore is not in his office." He said before he saw Slughorn getting closer to them. "Oh 
god. Uhm.. I have a solution. Slughorn is easier with these things than McGonagall is so if we give 
him a reason to be out bed, he won't scold us." James whispered. "I already know something. 
Pretend we like eachother and kiss me." James said fastly as he pulled him closer as the cloak fell 
off. 


"W-what Potter I don't think that's necessary." Severus blushed looking up at him while he was 
being pulled closer. 


"It's just once, close your eyes and pretend I'm some hot chick." James said before he kissed him 
and at that moment Slughorn saw them. "Mr. Potter and Mr. Snape?" he asked, he looked very 
confused with the scene in front of him. It didn't disturb him but it just confused the man a lot, 
since he could clearly remember that James Potter and Severus Snape despised eachother and now 
they were kissing. 


Severus grabbed the front of James shirt and leaned into the kiss after the shock ran off. He pulled 
back after he noticed Slughorn had found them but stayed close to James. "P-professor Slughorn.." 


"Ah...professor! I'm sorry. We..." James tried to explain. 


"You don't need to explain yourselves, Mr. Potter and Mr. Snape. Just go to your dorms and go to 
bed. I won't tell this to anyone on the condition I don't see you after curfew anymore." Slughorn 
said. 


"Yes professor..." Severus sounded slightly dazed and his face was read he grabbed James by the 
arm and pulled him away. James managed to still grab the cloak as he was pulled away. "We 
managed to get away with that.." James sighed. 


"You know we could have just stayed under the cloak and he wouldn't have found us/" Severus 
glared looking at him. "The cloak already had slipped halfly off." James said. 


"Was that your first kiss, Severus?" he teased. 
Severus blushed "No it was not my first kiss asshole." 


"Oh..okay." James said as he now blushed as well. "It kind of was my first kiss but you can't tell 
that to anyone understood?" James asked as he then covered himself and Severus with the cloak 
before they continued their way. Soon they reached Dumbledore's office to which James happened 
to know the password to. 


"Your first kiss? Why do I doubt that James?" Severus rolled his eyes following him."It's truth. The 
rumour that I have kissed at least ten girls is..just a rumour. The only person I have kissed is my 
mother, on the cheek. So that really doesn't count." James said once they got into the office. 


"I still find it very hard to believe James." Severus chuckled looking around the office. "Well as 
long you don't tell it anyone you're free what you want to believe." James said. He quickly had 
found the candy. "Hmm, he has so much of this..." James said before showing Severus the load of 
candy he found. 


"Say, you say that wasn't your first kiss. Then who was? Was it Evans? Or someone else?" He 


asked. 


"No it was someone else." Severus slightly blushed "And why do you care so much about who I 
kissed Potter?" 


"I don't care. I was just curious." James said as he grabbed everything he could. "Now let's go to 
the kitchen." James added as he lead the way out of Dumbledore's office. "I'm surprised it was 
someone else besides Lily though...after all you used to have this huge crush on her." James 
grinned but he did too of course, in the past. 


Severus shrugged "She saw me more as a brother at the time so I had no luck there." he followed 
James to the kitchen "I'm surprised I was your first." 


"Lily didn't see me at all because of the things I was doing to you and because she thought of me as 
a show-off, she still does. There was no one else I was interested in enough to kiss them so.." he 
shrugged. "I swear if anyone comes to know that we kissed..the whole school will know in no time 
so don't tell anyone." James said. Once they were in the kitchen though he looked down and 
thought. What if the other already had figured it out? 


"You have my word. I won't tell anyone. And you are a bit of a show off." severus smirked then 
looked around the kitchen. "I've never been here before.." the Slytherin said while he looked 
around. 


"I'm just passionate about what I love, that's all." James said and then looked surprised. "Really? 
The first time I sneaked in here was in my first year." James told before he said Accio to get the 
dark chocolate that Severus liked so much. "Little party in my room?" he asked Severus. 


"It's never a little party when it evolves you." Severus sighed but gladly took the chocolate 
"Thanks..." 


"It can't be a big party with just two people.." James frowned a little but then made Severus follow 
him. "Come with me." He insisted and he took the Slytherin to the Gryffindor tower and to his 
room. He did his best to very quiet because the other marauders were sleeping in the same room as 
James. He then sat down on the bed and handed one bottle of liquor to Severus and took one for 
himself before opening it. 


"Sirius would think I lost my brain somewhere if he saw you here.." James whispered and then he 
chuckled. James drunk a little from the bottle and then suggested to Severues to sit down next to 
him. "I really need to find out where my journal is before it's too late. Like I mean even if there's a 
password on it, I bet some people could still go past that and open it." James said. 


"He is probably right. It's insane to bring a slytherin into the gryffindor common room. And I do 
hope you find it soon." Severus sipped from his bottle. "But you're not like the others. I wished I 
realised that sooner." James said. "But how far are you with the secret message in the book I gave 
you?" He asked. 


"I am half way through. Just be patient James. I will get your message soon enough." Severus said. 


"Ah really?" James seemed to be little scared hearing that. "Anyway..did I kiss better than that 
other person?" He asked. "It was quite sudden so I couldn't really focus on whether it was good or 
not." Severus drank more "If we keep talking about this your roommates are gonna wake up and 
find out." 


"Are you for real now? Now I don't even know if I am good at it or not." James sighed and then he 


rolled his eyes. "You're right." He nodded and drank more as well. After some drinking and eating 
some candy, he suggested to Severus to go back to his own dorm. "We only have three hours left of 
sleep so.." 


Severus looked at the clock feeling a bit woozy. He had almost finished the whole bottle and he 
felt fuzzy "I suppose your right" he slightly slurred. "Will you find it by yourself?" He asked 
noticing the other was drunk. "Yea I live there potter so I will definitely find it." he chuckled. 


"Thanks for the chocolate and booze James." Severus said, finally not calling the other by his first 
name. 


"Finally you call me James." James smiled brightly. "Now good night, Severus." He added and he 
watched the other leave. Once Severus was gone he sighed and got under the blankets. "He's not 
that bad after all..." he whispered to himself before closing his eyes. 


Chapter 6 


"He's not that bad after all..." he whispered to himself before closing his eyes. 


The next day at breakfast his friends were wondering why James looked so tired but he refused to 
tell them the truth. In the meanwhile some Slytherins fourth-years had James' journal and they tried 
to crack the password. "Ah dammit, what's the password? Like what could that bastard use as a 
password?" One Slytherin asked to the other with a groan. 


Severus sat at the Slytherin table with a cup of coffee regretting drinking a full bottle of fire 
whiskey the night before. He groaned and then saw James out of the corner of his eyes and gave 
him a small wave. James didn't see the little group of fourth years with his journal and just waved 
back at Severus. 


"He hasn't got back his brain yet.." Sirius whispered. 
"Quit that, Sirius.." Remus sighed. 


Severus sighed but heard what the group of fourth years said "Hey what are you doing?" He 
looked over glaring at them. The boys thought Severus was on their side so they showed they had 
James' journal. "We have this but we don't know the password to it. Can you go past it?" One of 
them asked. Severus smirked "Sure hand it over and I will play around with it tonight to open it. 
Would love to get dirt on Potter." 

The fourth year Slytherins were not aware of Severus recently hanging around with the Gryffindor 
so they believed him and handed the journal to him. 


"Thank you, I will give it back tomorrow." He smirked. He was really just gonna hand it back to 
James later. 


Later the Gryffindor house had Potions together with the Slytherin house and Slughorn told them 
to pair up for once so instead of going to one of the marauders, James walked over to Severus. 
"Let's work together, Severus." he said. 


Severus nodded and they walked over to an empty desk. Severus say his bag down and pulled out 
James journal "Here don't lose it again." he said and he gave it to James. 


"How did you find this?" James asked as he took the journal. James didn't suspect Severus in the 
slightest but he wanted to know how to got hold of it. "Who had it?" he added. 


Severus shrugged "Some 4th year slytherins had it. Honestly James if it's that important to you, 
you should hide it better." Severus said. "I told them if they gave it to me I would crack it for 
them." he added. 


"Thank you for finding it and even lying for me.." James was thankful but a little bit confused by 
Severus’ kind action. "You could have stabbed back but you chose to help me? Why?" He asked. 


"I have no reason to do so. You have been decent to me for a while now. Also I have other things 
to worry about." Severus started pulling out his text book and prepping for their potion. 


James fell silent and just got to work as well. It was very weird for him to not to talk in class or to 
even try to mess around with someone else. After class, James left off without waiting for the 
marauders. He didn't went after Severus either. "Now I'm really getting worried." Remus said to 
the other two guys. 


"Not when he was talking and getting along with Snape?" Sirius asked. 


"No, I don't think it's that strange. But it's strange for him to be quiet and leave off all by himself. 
There's something on his mind for sure." Remus said. Sirius still thought it all had to do with 
Severus and that he was somehow guilty for James' behaviour but Remus didn't thought it had 
anything to do with him and Peter just followed Remus. 


Remus still walked over to Severus, just to ask something. "Excuse me..has James said something 
to you in class?" He asked. Sirius frowned, not getting why Remus was so polite but he didn't say 
anything. 


Severus looked up from his studies at the two. "I do not see why it is any of your concern. It was a 
conservation you two were not apart of therefore there is no need for you to know or care what it 
was about." Severus glared "But then again you marauders always have your noses in other 
people's business." 


"Never the less or conversation was nothing negative. He asked me for a favor. I did it and that's 
that." Severus crossed his arms. 


"We're just worried about James, Snape. I think it's good he's talking to you and that he's friendly 
towards you but him being quiet and leaving off by himself is nothing like him. I only thought 
something was bothering him and that you maybe knew why." Remus said. 


"Whatever, Remus...James will be fine. Like this bastard cares about James.." Sirius scoffed, 
already walking off. Peter ran after him now. "More than you do lately.." Remus whispered before 
glancing at Severus. 


"I know his secret and I have the feeling you do too. I won't tell the other marauders and I suppose 
you keep it to yourself as well." Remus said before he walked off. 


Severus watched him walk away sighing. He then turned and tries to finish his work but couldn't 
concentrate. He growled and slammed his book close "Damn Potter." he mumbled. He then got up 
and put all his supplies away and went off in search of James. 


James was sitting by the edge of the forbidden forest with his journal in his hands, he was writing 
something in it. "Why won't you leave my mind, Severus?" he asked softly to himself. 


Severus searched all the places he thought James would go. He then went outside to head towards 
the quidditch pitch but then saw a figure by the forbidden forest and headed in the direction 
"Potter!" He yelled as soon as he got close "Why the hell are you all the way out here!" 


James looked over his shoulder. His eyes were teary for some reason but for the moment he was 
just shocked. "Why did you came looking for me?" He asked. 


"Cause your friends have been pestering me" Severus huffed finally standing over James "What are 
you doing so close to the forest acting all melancholy. That's my thing Potter." 


"I told you before that you don't need to go look for me just because of my friends. Like you care. 
Just leave them be, they're not really worried after all." James stood up after closing his book. "And 
I sit where I want okay! Like you care!" He yelled as he took his wand out. "Go away or give me a 
proper reason!" 


Severus just raised his brow. He placed his hands on his hips "Really Potter? I was only being 
sarcastic. Relax. If I didn't care why would I go looking for you everywhere in the castle." 


"Why do you care then?" James pointed his wand at him. "I'm being serious, you have no reason 
to. You don't consider me as a friend because who would be a friend with someone they got 
humiliated by? If I were you, I would hate that person. I would never...ever talk to that person." 
James said. 


Severus shrugged "I'm tired James...I'm tired of all the shit that happens. I'm done dealing with the 
oncoming war and childish grudges. Aren't you?" 


"Yes..." James lowered his wand again and looked down. "I don't know if you realised it yet, but I 
didn't stop because I was tired of it or because of Evans. Or because it's no use. I have a good 
reason to, I believe it is a good reason at least. I lied to my friends about it. I said I just grew tired 
of picking on you and ruining your life. The truth is a little more complicated than that but I guess 
I'm too stupid or to proud of my own name to tell the actual reason. Maybe I just don't want to be 
laughed at by you. Maybe I just don't want to lose my friends. But I can't tell you so..." he handed 
the journal to Severus. 


"I'm sure you know how to get past the password. If not...it's easier than you think.." James said. 
"When you have read it, please do whatever you want with it. But I don't want it back anymore." 
James said before walking off. 


Severus grabbed James by the arm and shoved the journal back to James. He grabbed James tie 
and pulled him close, mouth to James ear. "If you think I don't already know you really are a stupid 
Gryffindor." Severus smirked pulling back. 


"Keep your hands off me!" James shoved him off and glared at him. "And I said I don't need it." 
James said throwing the book down. James now ran off. 


Severus glared at him as he ran away and leaned now picking up the journal sighting and brushing 
it off "Silly Gryffindor." 


The journal however wasn't locked up properly so it fell open somehow. The page it fell open had a 
little list on it called :'Things Severus likes' followed by: chocolate, booze, potions. It was still an 
incomplete list. 


Severus smirked a slight blush on his cheeks. He looked around then quickly hid it in his bag. He 
went to find a nice place to read. Other things in the journal were more like dairy entries. It only 
missed the ‘dear dairy' which James didn't wrote down. Instead it had dates to each entry. The first 
entry dated from last summer which meant the journal wasn't that old. The first entry went like: 
August I 

I went with my parents to Hogsmeade today, Sirius didn't join us. Which was maybe for the best 
because I saw Snape there with Evans. I saw him smile and then heard him chuckle. Weird. It 
sounded weird. 

Weirdly cute? 

What no, he's Snape! He's not cute at all! 

Maybe I ate too much candy. 


That was how the first entry ended. 


Severus continued to read it for a few hours until it started to grow dark. He made his way towards 
Gryffindor tower and requested to see James. 


James was notified that he was requested to be seen but James didn't want to go first but then 
sighed and left the tower anyway. Seeing Severus right now didn't really make him happy. 
"What is it?" he asked. 


"Thank you for trusting me with your journal James. I won't tell anyone about it." Severus looked 
at him. 


"You actually read it?" he only asked. 
"Yep." Severus crossed his arms. 
"Now what?" James frowned, not thinking it would change anything between them. 


"What do you want James? To be honest I already knew. I was just waiting to see what you would 
do." Severus leaned against the wall. 


"What I want isn't realistic. I don't know how you found out about it or when you did but at the 
very least I would have tried to confess properly but I was thinking how I should do that.." James 
said. 


"The book thing was clever I wasn't expecting that. And why isn't it realistic?" Severus wanted to 
hear him say it. 


"Because even if you are tired of holding grudges against me, it doesn't mean it's possible for you 
to love me." James looked at him and shook his head. "Clever? It's so easy to solve.." he said. 


"It was clever for you James. And showed you put thought into it. A good book as well." Severus 
stepped closer. 


"Clever for me?" He frowned. "That's not really a compliment you know." 


"Sorry look I'm trying. You know me I'm very sacastic." Severus looked up at him. His face 
looked neutral but he couldn't look at James in the eyes. 


"Then what are you trying? What do you want me to say or do?" James asked. 


Severus looked down nervously "I-I don't know James." he moved his hand so it grabbed James 
lightly. His face was slightly red. 


"Why..." James blinked when he saw him blush and he was surprised to see Severus grabbed his 
hand. "Do you want me to confess to you even though you already know how I feel?" he asked, he 
felt really awkward right now. 


"I don't know what I want James all I know is that oddly enough I am not opposed to this." Severus 
growled 

"You're not?" James looked confused but then sighed and pulled his hand back. "Give me some 
time and I'll tell you properly okay?" he asked. 


Severus shrugged "Sure I understand. I'm not an easy person to get along with." 


"That's not why I need time. I just don't want to say it normally. Like you said before, I have to 
make things difficult." James grinned a little. "Anyway, I know you don't like Quidditch that much 
but come watch the next Quidditch match, it's next week. Gryffindor versus Slytherin." 


"Fine I guess since you want me there I will go. But don't expect me to cheer for you. I am a 
Slytherin." Severus said. 


"I want a prize from you if I win though." James said. "Since you got that Chocolate and booze 
from me." He added and then suddenly realised something. "Wait, to which date in the journal did 


you read?" He asked. 
"I can't quite remember I only read a bit. Didn't wish to intrude too much." severus smirked 
"Why?" 


"Just..because..did you read past October?" James asked, he seemed to panic for some reason. 


"Maybe" Severus smirked at James. 
James got all red and then hid his face. "Noo..." he felt ashamed now. 


"How about you remind me what is was about." Severus leaned in closer. 


"Hell no..." James looked up. "I can't say those things...do you want me to die from 
embarrassement?" He asked. 


Severus smirked "Maybe" he chuckled "Was it something about my kiss?" 


"I said past October, it's March now so no. It was about something else...anyway anything from 
October untill January is...something you should never read." James said. "I decided I want the 
journal back...so I can finish that list of what you like." He said. 


"Maybe I wanna keep the journal now that you said that." Severus smirked stating it. 


"No, you can't. I'll lock it so you can't open it anymore." James tried to take the journal back from 
Severus. 


Severus pulled it back "No uh uh its mine now." he laughed. 
"It was about wet dreams and masturbation, now give it back!" He yelled, maybe a little too loud. 


Severus blushed handing the book back to James the smirked "Well well well someone has a dirty 
mind." 


"Like you've never had a wet dream before or never masturbated before." He frowned. 
"I don't confess to them." Severus said with a slight smirk on his face. 


"Well then you don't get to read mine." James said. "Anyway, see you tomorrow." He said before 
getting back into the Gryffindor tower. 


Severus smirked shaking his head, he couldn't wait untill tomorrow. For once he was actually 
excited to see a Quidditch match. Not that he would admit that to anyone. 


Chapter 7 


The next day at the game, Severus was sitting in the tribune with a book in his hands. He agreed to 
come to the game even though he wasn't really interested in Quidditch but he would probably not 
pay much attention to the match. 


James was on his broom in the air as the game started. James was focused on the game of course 
but each time he happened to fly by the stand Severus was sitting in, he grinned at him. 
Severus watched patiently awaiting James answer. He grew bored of the game but not of Potter. 


In the beginning Slytherin was getting some points but then Gryffindor started doing better and 
eventually James catched the snitch. Just after doing that he took his wand out and made some 
firework in the sky, the firework was in the colours of both houses and there was a message too 
saying:"I love you, Severus." 


Severus stared up at the sky shocked. Then looked around at all the people watching him and 
James. "God dammit...Potter." he mumbled. 


James grinned one more time at Severus but then left the Quidditch field quickly. Everyone was 
shocked except of Remus. He was only surprised by how James let it know to Severus. "He can't 
do anything in private, can he?" Remus sighed and Sirius was just staring at the sky in shock. 


Severus quickly got up and ran for the castle hoping to make it safely to his room before Sirius 
cornered him. Sirius noticed he was running away and once they left the quidditch pitch he put a 
binding hex on him. "Hold up you!" He yelled as he ran over to him. "You have a lot of explaining 
to do. I don't know how you got James to fall in love with you but undo it this instant. You'll only 
ruin his life. Or maybe that's what you want huh? Maybe this is your revenge!" He yelled at him. 


Severus was laying on the ground wrapped up struggling to get free "I promise you Black. This 
was never my plan." he growled. 


"Like I believe you! I never will! Even if you did nothing right now you will just wait until the 
right moment and then you will stab him in the back.." He said. He was about to attack him but 
then Remus came and put a hex on him. He then undid the one on Severus. 


"Run, go find James. Talk to him." Remus said before he turned to Sirius. 


Severus got back up and quickly ran towards the castle and his in one of the dungeon hallways 
trying to catch his breath. 


James happened to be there too. He was sitting on the ground, his broom laying next to him. He 
was still holding his wand but he didn't notice that the other was there too. 


Severus glared walking over to him and slapping him upside the head with a magazine."What were 
you thinking?!" 


James looked up at him but said nothing. He actually didn't knew why he did that. He wondered 
why the other was angry as well. He had confessed right? It was quite public and now the whole 
school knew he loved Severus but it was the only way that James could have told him. He was still 
not ready to say the words normally. 


Severus glared at him. "Your so called friends just threatened me and now everyone and their 
mother knows about us?! You couldn't just pull me aside and accept and let us figure this out 


together and quietly. You had to make a big fucking show of it. Now everyone will be poking their 
noses into our business." Severus sighed. 


"I couldn't do it in another way. I can't even whisper those words, Severus..but I needed to tell you 
today so it was the only way. Like it matters what I did, you don't even feel the same." James said. 


"Well I'm sorry that I prefer to keep my feelings and personal matters away from prying eyes." 
Severus said sarcastically "And you can't say that because you have no idea what i am feeling 
James so don't you dare act like you know anything Potter." 


"Then what the hell do you even like about me? I thought I was a jerk to you, a show-off, a pig!" 
James got up. "And I wanted to keep them private too but..I couldn't say it.." he looked away. 


"You are those things but you are also kind, funny, and you amuse me. You don't have to say 
things right away. It takes time." Severus crossed his arms glaring. 


"I had to. I waited long enough. I knew this since August, it's almost April now. I wanted to tell 
before summer started..." James said."But.. I don't know what to do now. What do you want? Do 
you want to have .. a relationship?" He blushed. 


"I don't know what I want James..." Severus looked at James blushing. 


"Would you be my..boyfriend?" He asked after a short silence. "I'll be nice and I'll promise to not 
do anything so public anymore..." 


"Lets.... let's go on a couple dates first James. Then I will be your boyfriend." Severus tentitavily 
reached and held James hand. 


"Dates huh? What about Hogsmeade this weekend?" He asked. They could go drink something but 
also look at the shops and if James saw something Severus liked, he could buy it for him. It 
sounded like a perfect date to James. 


"Sure that sounds like it could be nice. I will admit this will be my first ever date." Severus 
admitted. 


"Mine too. I asked Lily out last year but yeah..she didn't accept the invitation. Anyway..is Saturday 
noon okay? We'll meet up at Hogsmeade." James smiled a little."If it's okay with you, when you 
become my boyfriend, I want you and the marauders to get along a little. I'll ask them to do their 
best but I expect your input as well.." James said. 


"Sure. I'll be trying my best as long as they are." Severus said. 


That weekend they went to Hogsmeade and they had a lovely first date. After that they had a few 
more dates and soon Severus and James started dating. Sadly they couldn't spend summer together 
but they promised to keep in contact through letters and they promised to meet on the train station 
at the start of their next year. 


"See you in two months, Sevie.." he said and Severus rolled his eyes. "Yeah, James..just don't call 
me that okay?" Severus said. 


"Why not? It's fitting...anyway, I need to go. See you." he said and he quickly pecked Severus' lips 
and then ran off. 


That was Severus' last happy moment before he would go through hell for two months again. 


Chapter 8 


Chapter Summary 


Summer started and Severus and James are separated. James has the time of his life 
but is worried about Severus a little when he doesn't hear anything from him. 


Severus has a bad summer like usually and misses James, but he'd never admit that. 


July 3rd 


Summer just started and judging by Severus' face at the train station when I last saw him, he 
didn't really look forward which makes me think that probably his home situation might not 
be the best. I know he's a half blood, which means that either one of his parents is a muggle 
but that doesn't automatically mean something bad. Remus' mother is also a muggle from 
what I heard and she's a very nice lady. Although a bit weird, according to Remus himself. 


Anyway, I just hope Severus is doing well and that I'll hear from him soon. 


James put his journal down and closed it up before looking to his right. Next to him Sirius laid 
down in bed. He was mumbling something about Remus and chocolate but James couldn't make 
out what it all meant. 


A few days went past but as Sirius and James both received letters from Remus and Peter, there 
were none from Severus for James and it concerned James a bit. Had Severus forgotten about their 
promise? Or did he perhaps get into trouble and was he unable to write a letter now? 


"What is it, Prongs?" Sirius asked and James shook his head. 
"Are you expecting a letter from...Snape?" Sirius asked softly. 
James blinked at how calm Sirius sounded when he asked that. 


"I know you guys are having...something. I mean the confession at the quidditch match and then 
you went with him to Hogsmeade a couple of times. So, yeah...I'm not stupid, mate." Sirius said. 


"I'm not saying that. I'm just surprised you're so calm about it." James rubbed the back of his neck 
and sighed a bit. "I'm worried that Severus either forgot or got into trouble...I know one of his 
parents is a muggle and what if they hate all things related to magic and wizards, that might hold 
him back from sending me a letter." James looked down. 


"Hmm, don't muggles have a mail system too?" Sirius then asked. 
"That's a brilliant idea, mate! Although, I don't know how it works." James said. 
"Me neither but Moony might so ask him?" Sirius suggested. 


"You're a genius, Padfoot." James pulled Sirius in a hug. 


"Okay mate, I know I am but you don't have to squish me." Sirius laughed and James laughed too 
and let him go. Then he grabbed some parchment and started writing to Remus. 


Dear Moony 


I'm worried about Severus not sending me a letter. Maybe he can't send me letters by owl. Do 
you know how to send them the muggle way? If I can send him one the muggle way, he might 
be able to respond. 


-Prongs 


James put the letter into an envelop and gave the letter to his owl and then he just hoped that 
Moony might be able to help him. 


"Hey uhm, Prongs. Can I ask you one thing?" Sirius suddenly asked. 

"Yeah?" James looked at him. 

"What do you see in him?" Sirius asked. 

"That's...difficult to explain." James sat down and saw Sirius frown a bit and sit down next to him. 
"Why so?" Sirius asked. 


"Well..I don't know myself. It all started last year, during Summer. I don't remember where I saw 
him but I remember that he was chuckling...laughing with something Evans said and I don't know, 
it kept replaying in my head and it was all I could think about untill the start of the year." James 
tried to tell and Sirius frowned more. 


"That honestly sounds like torture to me, mate." Sirius said. 
James laughed faintly. "Yeah, I guess it kinda sounds like torture." 


"But then when the year started, I began to feel bad about teasing, pranking and bullying him so I 
made an agreement with you guys to leave Severus alone. Remus was the first to agree and Peter 
followed and you agreed to do it as well as long you didn't have to be nice to him either." James 
told. "But... then from October my mind went...you know, it went there." James got a bit red. 


"Yeah uhm, don't give me any details of that please." Sirius pulled a face. 
"I wasn't planning to." James quickly said. 
"Good." 


"And it went on untill February I guess and then I felt the need to take action before I really went 
insane. I kind of tried my best to approach him while sorting out my own thoughts." James went on 
to tell and Sirius listened to him. 


"But as you've noticed, it took quite some time." James felt a bit embarassed about that. 


"Why..didn't you just go up to him and tell him? Why did you have to make it so public? I mean, 
you confessed to him after a Quidditch match, while everyone saw." Sirius recalled. 


"Because I didn't want to go through the trouble of telling you guys as well." James admitted. 


"Mate, you know you shouldn't have to worry about that." Sirius put a hand on James' shoulder. 


"But I did. I did worry." James sighed and Sirius shortly hugged him. 


"We'd never leave you, Prongs. Especially not for something as silly as you falling for someone 
we used to hate." Sirius said. 


"Used to..? Does that mean you don't hate him any longer?" James asked hopefully. 
"Well, I don't exactly like him either. I'm just...fine with him now." Sirius said. 


"That's a start." James smiled brightly and he was proud of his friend. If Sirius got already that far, 
that only could mean that Remus and Peter didn't have any negative feelings towards Severus 
anymore either. It made the Gryffindor really happy. He was lucky to have such amazing friends. 


Chapter 9 


Chapter Summary 


As you can see, next chapter will be the last one. If you want to read more Severus 
Snape/James Potter, I suggest you check out my two other stories. It also features 
Remus Lupin/Sirius Black. 


Dear James 


Thanks for going through the trouble of sending me a letter the muggle way. It indeed made 
it a bit easier for me to receive one that way but I decided to sneakily send this letter by owl 
anyway. I'm doing fine by the way. I'm working during summer like I've been doing since 
last year. It allows me to stay away as much as I can from my home. But don't worry, I 
manage. I have been for years so this year wouldn't be any different. Now, James, I have no 
idea if I'll be sending more letters or not but please know that Heve-you I'm thinking about 
you. 


-Severus 


James read the letter over and over again before smiling brightly. "Heh, he got embarassed and 
tried to cover up that sentence huh? I can still read it though." James said to himself and Sirius 
looked over his shoulder. 


"His letters are way more decent than yours though. You called him by a weird nickname and 
wrote hearts all over the parchment." Sirius said. 


"I don't wanna hear anything from you, Mr. I miss Moony's ass." James said and Sirius huffed. 


Summer ended up being a great time overall and James spend a lot of time with Sirius, but 
sometimes Peter and Remus visited as well. Though, the time that James would see Severus back 
was on the train, on their way to Hogwarts. 


Severus was sitting in one of the many passenger carts on the Hogwarts Express. He was reading a 
potions book. It was a long summer and he had worked most of it just to avoid his father. He was 
happy to finally be able to return to Hogwarts. 


James was going by all the passenger carts to go look for Severus. They were officially dating and 
his friends and the rest of the school knew about it. It had been pretty obvious even before summer 
started and James was devastated that he didn't get to spend time with Severus during the summer 
but now he had an entire school year to see him again. "I finally found you, Sevie!" James called as 
he spotted him and ran towards him. The marauders had followed him around but kept a distance 
so James could have Severus to himself. 


Severus looked up and glared "Why do you insist on calling me that James?" He shook his head. 
Severus sighed "Anyway how was your summer James?” 


James sat next to him and smiled. "Because it suits you and summer was nice I guess but a bit 


lonely without you." James complained. The other guys came to sit across them. "You went to see 
whole Europe, James...stop complaining." Remus said with a frown. "It would have been more fun 
with Sevie..." 


Sirius cringed a little at hearing James saying 'Sevie' but made no comment. "How was your 
summer though?" James asked to Severus. 


Severus sighed rolling his eyes. "I was busy. Worked the entire summer at a muggle grocery 
store." 


"Why would you do that?" Peter asked. 
"It's none of your business really." James said before Severus could say something. 


"Anyway, I know it's months from now but why don't you spend Christmas with my family? My 
parents are looking forward to seeing you." James said, looking back to Severus. "Don't you want 
to, Sevie? They're nice, I promise!" James added. 


Severus looked a bit unsure but then Sirius added: ”The Potters are very acceptant people. They’re 
very nice, really welcoming. You have nothing to worry about.” 


James was a bit surprised that Sirius was the one to try to convince Severus but then again, Sirius 
knew how it was to have a bad home situation. Even though their situations were completely 
different, the two would probably be able to relate a lot on these things. 


“Tl think about it, James and Black...” Severus said. 
“You can say Sirius you know. No need to be so formal.” Sirius said. 


“Yes, you’re dating James and it’s just stupid to still hold these grudges right?” Remus looked at 
Severus as well. Peter gave him a nod too. 


“T have such amazing friends! Honestly, what would I do without you guys?” James dramatically 
put a hand on his chest. 


“Fail.” Remus said. 

“Die.” Sirius mocked. 

“Stay single for the rest of your life.” Peter added. 

And it made Severus laugh which made James dramatically gasp: ’ Betrayal!” 


That’s how the year started and so the marauders was up to five members. Although Severus never 
really took part in their pranks, he sometimes sneaked out at night with them. Sometimes he met up 
with James only but sometimes the other marauders would be there too and they’d get up to all 
kinds of mischief. 


Lily had discovered the new found friendship quite easily and she couldn’t be more than happy for 
Severus, but also glad that it seemed the bullying was over for good. 


The year went by fast though and through all mischief, detentions and genuinely great moments, 
Severus grew very close to not only James but also the other marauders. 


Though when the end of the year came, Severus was scared that it was all over. James would leave 
him behind after this right? He would leave him and end up marrying a girl after all. That’s what 


Severus thought, but he was wrong. 


James invited Severus to live with him after he had shown his three friends and his boyfriend, his 
new house in Godric’s Hollow. 


“Really?” Severus asked. 
“Of course, Sevie.” James smiled at him. 


Severus had grown to secretly like the nickname but would never, ever admit that out loud. “I’d 
like to live with you, James.” Severus smiled at him and he sweetly kissed the other guy on the 
lips. 


“Merlin, get a room you two.” Sirius said. 

“Oh sod off, Padfoot. You were almost shagging Remus in the train.” James fired back. 
“That’s just disgusting.” Peter pulled a face. 

“But it’s true.” Severus added in. 


“Ahh, two against one, that’s so unfair!” Sirius said. “Help me, Moony.” Sirius looked over to 
Remus but the wolf was brightly red in his face, which of course didn’t really help. 


Sirius sighed dramatically and Severus and James chuckled lightly. 


Severus was lucky to have such great friends and an amazing boyfriend like this but deep inside, 
Severus was still scared for what would happen during the war. Would he lose one of his friends? 
Lily? Or worse...James? 


Chapter 10 


Chapter Summary 


This is the last chapter of Love is strange but not quite the end of this story. I'll be 
writing a sequel to this story so stay tuned. 


Severus had been living with James for almost a year and even though they were hiding for the 
most part and muggle borns and aurors were dying left and right, James still found the time to 
propose to Severus when their friends were over for dinner. 


Lily gasped and squeezed the hand of her boyfriend. Remus smiled faintly and Sirius smirked. 
Peter initially had no reaction but once he saw Severus tear up, he smiled as well, confident that 
Severus would say yes to James. 


"Y-yes.." Severus said, shocked but incredibly happy and James swept him off his feet and kissed 
him after putting the ring on him. 


"When's the wedding?" Jayden asked, Lily's boyfriend asked. 
"Hmm, what about on Christmas eve?" James suggested. 
"That's next month already, Prongs." Sirius commented. 


"I don't mind, we're not going to have a big wedding anyway...right?" Severus asked, looking at 
James. 


"Yeah, I mean, I'd love to but in these times..." James leaned his head on the smaller male's 
shoulder. 


"However, all of you are invited to the wedding." Severus said and Lily seemed to be excited. She 
was so looking forward to this. 


"And I suppose both of our parents too." James added. 
"Only your parents, James." Severus corrected and James let Severus go at that comment. 


"Why's that? Why not your parents as well? You know I don't mind that your dad is a muggle..." 
James said but Severus looked away. 


"That's not the problem, James. He and my mom are extremely homophobic. I'm lucky that you 
wanted me to live with you so soon, else I'd be on the street now. They told me the last time I saw 
them that I never needed to come back." Severus told. 


"Why didn't you tell me sooner?" James asked, feeling a bit bad now that he suggested to invite 
Severus’ parents. 


"Don't feel bad, James. I wouldn't invite them anyway." Severus shook his head and he looked at 
James. 


"Well, guess I'm not the only one who got disowned for being gay." Sirius shrugged. 
"Weren't you disowned for being a Gryffindor as well?" Peter frowned a bit. 


"Yeah but they were ready to forgive me if I married a pureblood woman you know. But instead I 
introduced my beautiful half blood boyfriend." Sirius said, he hadn't mentioned to his parents that 
Remus was a werewolf as well because ‘half blood' and 'boyfriend' were enough to make his 
parents disown him. 


"Some parents.." Remus sighed. 


"Your parents absolutely love me though." Sirius said. "Yeah, they're really fond of you." Remus 
smiled. 


"Same goes for James' parents. I was a bit surprised with the amount of hugs I got from them." 
Severus chuckled. 


"Yeah, and Lily? What did your parents think of Jayden?" James asked. 


"Oh they absolutely loved him. Petunia didn't really like him but I think she was a little jealous to 
be honest." Lily chuckled. Jayden frowned a bit. 


"Oh really? Is that because her fiancé isn't quite the brightest?" Jayden asked. 


"Oh shut it, I don't like that man at all. He's so closed minded. But at least he's just like her." Lily 
said, rolling her eyes. 


Jayden had been Lily's boyfriend since March in their seventh year. He had been a Ravenclaw 
prefect and had met Lily during one of her study sessions in the library. It had clicked almost 
immediately and after school, Jayden had introduced Lily to his parents and they loved Lily. 
Jayden had a muggle father, his mother was a witch and he still had a little brother at home that 
hadn't attended Hogwarts yet. He was going to enroll the coming year though and Jayden was 
worried for his safety because of the war. 


"Now... aren't you seeing someone, Peter?" Lily asked. 


"N-no.." Peter said awkwardly and Sirius teased him by saying that he'd be alone forever if he 
didn't start looking now for someone. 


"There's no rush, Padfoot. Besides, there are more important matters than hooking up with 
someone now." Remus said. 


A month later at the wedding, which was held in a tent, not far away from Godric's Hollow, 
Severus and James were both dressed in black suits but Severus' hair looked fluffier than usual. It 
was a beautiful wedding and only the marauders, Lily, Jayden, Frank, Alice and James' parents 
were invited. So it was quite a small event but after the formalities of it were over, the dance party 
started. 


Severus opened the dance with James but after James switched over to dancing with his mother for 
a bit and Severus went from the dance floor to talk with Peter a bit. He seemed to be the only one 
aside of James' father who didn't dance and Severus couldn't help but feel a bit bad for him. 


"Do you perhaps want to dance?" Severus asked Peter. 


"No, I don't like dancing." Peter said softly and his voice sounded as if he was nervous or 


uncomfortable. 


"I see.." Severus said and he watched Peter look at the floor. Ever since the proposal, Peter had 
been acting off. Severus felt like Peter was hiding something but he could be wrong as perhaps 
Peter was just very anxious about the war and he couldn't blame the guy. 


"Anxious?" Severus asked and Peter looked up at him. 
"Y-yeah.." Peter nodded. 


"I understand that Peter but you don't have to be scared. We'll be there for you, always." Severus 
said and to reassure him, Severus grabbed Peter's arms as if to calm him down and make him stop 
trembling but instead, he mistakenly moved one of Peter's sleeves up. 


"Ah, I'm so-" Severus wanted to apologise but then he saw it, Peter had the dark mark. 
Immediately Severus pulled out his wand. 


"How could you?!" He yelled at Peter. 


Everyone in the tent stopped dancing and looked back to see Severus pointing his wand at Peter 
with a betrayed look on his face. 


"Hey, hey now...what's going on?" James asked and he let go of his mother and walked over to the 
two. When he saw the mark on Peter's arm he pulled out his wand too. "How could you side with 
him?! HOW?!" James yelled and he was about to cast a spell but Peter managed to pull himself 
loose from Severus and transform into the rat before quickly running off. 


"How could he...betray us like that." Remus muttered and he hid his face in Sirius' neck. 


Severus still stood there with disbelief all written over his face. A friend had just betrayed them 
and he had to find that out today. On the day that was supposed to be the most beautiful day in his 
and James' life. 


But unfortunately, it wasn't the last thing. Peter might not have died that day but it wouldn't be the 
last friend they lost... 


Please drop by the archive and comment to let the author know if you enjoyed their work! 


